
 
PEO ETOBICOKE CHAPTER MEETING 

 

Health and Safety in the Workplace  

 
Date: Thursday, June 25, 2015 

 

Door Open: 7:00 P.M.   Presentation: 7:30 P.M. 

 

Location: Islington Golf Club, 45 Riverbank Drive, Etobicoke, M9B 5B8. 

 

Abstract: On December 24, 2009, a swing stage collapsed sending 4 workers to their deaths and critically 

injuring a fifth worker. The event sparked a change in the attitudes towards health and safety. An Expert 

advisory Panel was formed in January 2010. In June 2011, amendments to the Occupational Health and 

Safety and Workplace Safety and Insurance Acts were enacted, and a Chief Prevention Officer was 

appointed in August 2011. The Prevention Council was formed in 2012 as an advisory group to the 

Minister of Labour. 

 

Ontario's workplaces are safe, relative to most other jurisdictions. Yet every year, we have 75-100 

workplace fatalities, and an additional 100-150 work-related fatalities. The benefits cost for work-related 

injuries exceeds $2.5 billion annually. Systemic change is needed if we want to improve these staggering 

statistics. 

 

The system has shifted its focus to Prevention. All workers and supervisors must have awareness training 

on their rights and responsibilities. The new Working at Heights training standard mandates training to 

reduce the frequency of falls. Regulations on Entry-Level Construction training will ensure that all 

construction workers have an awareness of the specific hazards in their workplaces.  

 

The changing nature of the workplace adds complexity. Most workers are employed in small businesses, 

of which there are far more than there are Ministry of Labour inspectors. We need to find ways to get the 

knowledge and training into the hands of small businesses before someone gets hurt. Part of the solution is 

changing the education system, particularly for engineering and business students.  

 

Speaker:   Graeme Norval, Ph.D., P.Eng. 

Associate Chair and Undergraduate Coordinator 

Department of Chemical Engineering and Applied Chemistry 

University of Toronto 

 
Registration: Pre-register at: 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/health-and-safety-in-the-workplace-registration-17293749069 

 

Or if you experience difficulty registering please contact George Dimitrov at 416-418-6692.  

 

This free event is open to members and guests of any PEO Chapter.  

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/health-and-safety-in-the-workplace-registration-17293749069

